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“ I subjoin a sketch of that portion of the planet necessary to 
exhibit the position of the shadow; and perhaps it may be de¬ 



sirable to add, with reference to the value of the observation, as 
illustrative of the quality of the vision afforded by the condition of 
the atmosphere, and the excellence of a speculum lately refigured 
for me by Mr. Lassell, that the small star of y Andromeda , also 
near the meridian, was readily divided with the power 462, the 
division being seen not by occasional and instantaneous glimpses, 
but steadily and repeatedly for three or four seconds at a time, 
with such distinctness that an eye used to such objects could 
scarcely have overlooked the duplicity. The transparency also of 
Saturn s faint ring was also satisfactorily visible, especially at the 
preceding limb of the ball, where it was more manifest than at the 
other side.” 


Observations of Amphitrite and Bellona made at the Observatory 
of Cambridge . By Professor Challis. 
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B ELLON A. 
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The equatoreal observations were taken with the Northumberland telescope. 


On the Influence of Climate upon the Telescopic Appearance of a 
Celestial Body . By James William Grant, Esq. 

(Extract of a Letter to the Editor.) 

u I send you two sketches of Mars , made whilst the planet was 
in opposition. No. 1 was an attempt made in October 1847 to 
depict it as seen in Calcutta through a 5-foot achromatic belonging 
to me, the planet being then in opposition; No. 2 I tried my 



1 z 

hand upon a few days ago, and it shows what I saw through 
the large telescope.* The atmosphere in India is very different for 
observation to anything I have seen here. My Indian sketch, you 
will observe, is actually a little world; and I doubt whether the 
large glass here would show it equally well, even were the weather 
favourable, which, I am sorry to say, hitherto it has not been. 

* The telescope to which Mr. Grant refers is a refractor of 11 inches aperture 
and 16 feet focal length, by Mr. Ross, of Featherstone Buildings. It is the 
instrument which formed such a conspicuous object in the nave of the Crystal 
Palace during the Great Exhibition of 1851. 
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